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La thim House 
Kennedyville 
Public 

18th Century, Early 19th Century 

Lathim House is a brick house with a plank wing. In 1970, the 
building was little more than a ruin; it was purchased by Kent County 
and rebuilt, and converted into an office for the Turner's Creek Park. 
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In 1970, the Lathim House, which stands on a hillside overlook­
ing Turners Creek was little more than a ruin of an early 19th 
century brick house and an earlier plank wing. It was partially 
salvaged, however, the log wing and first story of the brick section 
rebuilt, and converted into an office, storage, and public rest-
rooms by the Kent County Department of Recreation. The house is 
now one of four old and new structures maintained by Kent Coimty 
in conjuntion with their Turners Creek park and marina. 

The building stands on a high stone basement which is built 
into a hillside. The plank wing, two stories high.3<four bays wide 
is one room deep, is divided into two rooms on the first floor by 
a 19th century partition of vertical beaded boards. There is a 
simple comer stair which leads to the attic, now connected to the 
attic of the brick section. Only the first floor of the brick 
shell remains. It is now covered with a gable roof. Interior floors, 
the roof, and chimneys are all largely new or substantially rebuilt. 

A wide, one story porch has been constructed across the front 
of the building and the plank section has been covered with weather-
boarding, except on the gable end where the plank walls show. Each 
plank is about 12" high and 4" thick, comers show the common "V" 
notching used because it drained rain water away, reducing rotting. 
The brick walls are painted white. Six over six sash windows are 
used .throughout, the doors and blinds on the first floor windows 
are batten. The attic is lite by four-pane attic windows in each 
gable. 

The structure was recorded and photographed in May 1970 by 
Michael Bourne, of the Maryland Historical Trust, during demolition. 
His report follows: 

"Before it was wrecked, the Lathim House was a two story build­
ing two bays of which were brick and three bays log covered with 
weatherboard. The latter part was originally a one and one-half 
story log building, approximately 20 by 15 feet. A large fireplace 
was located assymetrically on the north gable. Apparently the fire­
place was removed when the brick section was constructed in the 
late 18th century. 

The brick portion consisted of a room on each floor with an 
open stair leading from first to second and boxed stair from 
second story to attic. On both storys, the beaded beams were ex­
posed and the assymetrical fireplaces were located on the north 
gable. 

All interior woodwork was of the simplest variety beaded 
batten doors, beaded vertical siding, two piece chair rail, and 
very simple mantels. The stair was close string, although the balus­
ters, which were square but set on the diagonal, extended to the 
step. The newel was turned in a simple fashion. 

One large window with 9/6 lights remained prior to destruction? 
Its double thickness batten shutters were hung on strap hinges 
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By 1800 Turners Creek was the site of a small but thriving 
community. It had at least three brick houses, two of which 
Knocks Folly (K-121) & Janvier House (K-116) 
had interior and exterior detailing of good quality. There were 
undoubtedly simpler houses and bams, and the Lathim House is 
one of these. Interestingly both the Lathim House and the grand 
Federal, Knock's Folly had side wings of plank construction. 
Both wings predated the brick houses, which were constructed 
about 1800 or soon after. 

Plank construction, as distinguished from the crude log 
construction, was considered an acceptable material for per­
manent, even pretentious dwellings. When carefully done plank 
walls were relatively watertight, \:iniform, of good insulating 
value. Frequently such buildings were covered with weatherboards 
outside and board or plaster walls inside, as were both, the 
Lathim House and Knock's Folly. Since the fire in winter 1977 
which destroyed most of Knock's Follys' wing, the Lathim House is 
significant as one of the last remaining dwellings of its type. 
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and there was a shutter lock to fasten it when closed. 
The entire structure stood on a two part stone basement, 

one part dating from the two stages of development." 
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batten doors, beaded vertical siding, -two piece chair rail- and very 

simple mantels. The stair was close-strung, although the balusters 

(square but set on diagonal) extended to the step-the newel was turned 

in a simple fashion. 

One large window with 9/6 lights remains- Its double thickness batten 

shutters are hung on strap hinges and there is a shutter lock to fasten 

it when closed. 

The entire structure stands on a stone basement, it being divided 

in two, showing the two stages of development. 

Its present condition is ruins-the wrecker never finished the job 

of tearing it down. 
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